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Thank you, Sir, for tha very kindintrodudion.

As| know some you can attest, the oppotunity to give a keynote address, paticularly to one3
peers, isarare privilege, and tha@ certainly the case for metonight 1t@ usudly apleasure as
well; however when Master Taino and the M/sC Executive Committee extended ther invitation
to me, my bloodran cold. | knew ingantly wha my subject matter would be and | feared tha
giving this particular address would likely proveto be more nerve-wracking than pleasurable.

| say that because | have a disability, onetha@ paticularly unfortunae for someonewho
identifies as a Master: 1(®n egoically attached to having people like me. | want to be seen as
someonewhois upbeit, who has a postive, pehgpseven ingirationd, message, and my
conaern istha, after tonight, you® view me as an alarmist, area downer, and youdl dismiss my
observationsas unfoundel or apocayptic. Worse, some of wha | have to say isin direct
oppostion to tha which others who have stood behind this podium have expressed, and | fear
tha such public contrariness on my part will annoyor offend some of you, indudingthose
whom| condder friends 1@n fully aware tha being inflammatory or divisive is notthe best way
to kickoff wha@ suppo®d to beafun weekend, and rest assured tha@@ notmy intention, nor isit
my intention to stand up here as the @ommunity scold.O Neverthdess, | also knowthat asa
Priest in Black Leather 1Gre been called notonly to comfort the afflicted but, at times, to afflict
thecomfortable. | therefore beg yourindulgence if this comes across as so much sermonizing.
Believe me, 1@n as guilty as the next when it comes to theissues |®n going to address, so please
know that the preacher isfirst and foremog preaching to himself.

Thetitle of my address is Orhe Rise and Fall of theM/s Community: A Cautionay
Observation,Oand my premiseisthis: thereis a cancer growing within the Master/dave
community tha poses a seriousthreat to its susained health and well-beng. We mug roat it out
now, before it becomes an entrenched part of the community@ dynanic, lest we soonfind
ourselves dydundiond, demoralized, irredeemably stagnant, and, as individuds, deiving little
valuefromour paticipationin thecommunity. GAndjust wha is this purported threat?Oyou
ask. Inaword, indvility, and during the next several minutes we®e going to examine this
condition in some depth, as well as theimpact that it@ having on our community. But before we
do, | want to share with you the context from which 1@ be speaking so tha you® undestand
and appreciate the passion tha informs my opiniors.

For all intents and purposes, Qhe Master/s ave CommunityOas we know it today came into beng
in 1999at Southeast L eatherFest in Atlanta, Georgia. Tha event, conceived by Guy Baldwin
and produced by Guy, SELF and Masters And daves Togeher, was thefirst large-scale leather
conference devoted almog entirely to thetopic of M/s and D/s relationships  Prior to MAST @9,
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which ishow many of usreverentially refer to it, the subject of M/s and D/s relationshipsusudly
warranted no more than asingle workshop or two at a weekend conference, if eventha. At
MAST @9, hundedsof men and women who were actively engaged or otherwise interested in
primary relationshipsbased on consenaud dominance and submission came togeher for thefirst
time ever to sodalize, give and receive suppot, and share experiential knowedgeand
information with other like-minded individuds. Wordssimply cannotdescribe the sense of
homecoming and possibility that permeated that weekend. Thesignificance of MAST ®9for
those of uswho engagein M/s and D/s relationships and the postive impact it@ had onour lives,
whether onewas actudly there or not, cannotbe overstated. 1t@ fair to say, and 1®n sure that
Master Taino will back me up onthis, this conference would not betaking place this weekend
had it notbeen for MAST 9.

Since that fateful event and my involvement in thenaiond M/s community it birthed, | feel asif
| Qe discovered the Garden of Eden, Shangri-laand Camelot all rolled into oneEa nd | know |n
notalonein tha regard. | lovethis community, and 1®n not ashamed to admit tha | experience
an enhanced sense of wholeness from beng apat of it. Thepossibility tha it could
unintentiondly self-destruct, and in such short order, provokes both anxiety and tremendous
sadness within me. If at all possible |@ like for that notto happen, andif you@e still listening
then | assume the same can be said for youas well.

Okay, with that as a preamble, let@ take alook at the problems being caused by the unchecked
indvility that® occurring in our community. Now, I®n usngtherather genteel word GndvilityO
asacatchdl for awhole hog of hurtful and haeful behaviorstha |Qre persondly experienced or
witnessed, or aboutwhich |re heard reliable repotts: aggression; arrogance; backstabbing;;
bickering; bullying; cattiness; coercion; condescenson; contemptuoushess; crudty (the bad
kind); discourteousness; discrimination; disrespect; a sorry lack of empathy; an appdling sense
of entitlement; exploitation; feuding; gossip; ingratitude insengtivity; judgnentalness; libd;
maliciousness, manipulation; meanness; persecution; power grabsand power struggles; rampant
rumormongeing; rudeness; scapegoding; schadenfreude (which means Qaking ddightin the
misfortuneof othersQ), selfishness; dande; tribdism (meaning cliquepolitics); unkindness;
victimization; vilification; and every kind of fill-in-the-blank-phobi you can shake afi<t at.

In short, some of usare behaving in ways tha are downright deplorable, and tha behavior is
caugngtherelatively new foundadion of our community to crack. Thequestionis, why isthis
behavior occurring, and wha can we as a community do aboutit?

Thisisacomplex topic, andas | began putting my thoughs down on pgoer afew monthsagoll
frankly didn® knowwhere to begin. Synchronistically, | received an email shortly thereafter
fromafriendin Canadatha contained aterrific essay entitled GCivility and Indvility in the
Scene O It was written by Chris M of Black Rose and Lady Medora of the New Orleans Power
Exchange andif thisissueis of any interest to youthen | encourage youto track down a copy of
thar essay andread it, asther thoughs undoubédly influenced the crystallization of my own.
Andif eithe Chris or Medorais here with usthis weekend, please introduce yourself to me later
so | can persondly thank you notonly for youringghtful andysis of thisissue butalso for your
couragein sharing it with acommunity tha often disparages its prophéds.
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In thar essay, Chris and Medora offer a searing indictment of those they feel are mog guilty of
theindvility tha@ taken hold in thelarger kink community, and | beieve their indghts hold true
to our smaller Master/s ave community aswell. They charge, and |®n only slightly paraphrasing
here, that Qheworst of this behavior comes not from the novices amongus butrather from
people who®e been in the community for years. Beginnas are usudly eager to make friends
andfit in, so they typically deport themselves well. 1t@ the people with extensive lifestyle
expeience, the people with established community contacts, the people already engaged in long
term M/s or D/srelationships who are often the mog judgnental, theleast generousand the
mog proneto slande others.O Chris and Medorago on to opinetha Gndvility may play arole
in the community@® curiouslack of people of color, who knowing hodility and discrimination
when they seeit, fed unwelcome. Indvility demaolishes friendships breaks the spirit of our
volunteers, cripples our sodal groups and weakensour claim tha thisthingtha wedois
practiced by emotiondly heslthy, well-adjusted people.O

Sobaing,isn®it?

The problem with indvility istwofold: it induaes hurt feelings discouragement, disillusonment,
and cynicism within theindividud; and it creates havoc, desolation and devastation within the
community. Indvility has become so pervasive tha, like urban noise, weQre become desenstized
to it and don®notice thetoll tha it@taking on our well-beng untl it@ too late. With regard to
thedamageit causes to our community, Chris and Medora have identified an interesting
phenomenonthey call Orhelmperial / ImperiousConfusonOwhich suggests that some of us, in
an effort to appear imperial, meaning s befitting a supreme ruler,Ocondud ourselvesin a
manne that isin actudity imperious which isto say Grrogantly overbearing OthaughtyOand
Qlisdanful.O They further nate that this confuson typically setsin when an individud, having
been involved in the community for afew years, first beginsto assume a postion of leadership,
bdieving tha such behavior demondrates expertise or intelligence or importance. To add inault
to injury, those new to the community ob<erve this behavior and endeavor to emulateit,
bdieving tha it prope and expected, and tha it signifies high status  As aresult, the
community@® standads of conduc are further diminished and the sodial environment continues
to erode

|®n sure that each of ushas our own persond harror stories regarding theindvility weQre
experiencedN | knowtha | do. Andif welde really honest, each of uscan likely recall ingances
where weQre been guilty of indvility ourselves. It was originaly my intention to offer some
specific, real-world examples of theindvility tha@® occurring in our community, but notwanting
to turn thisinto a bully pulpit, discretion won out and 1®n notgoingto do so. | will say,
however, that two of the primary causes of chronic indvility are narcissism and poor self-esteem,
and oneof thedirty little secrets of our community may bethe propotiondly highe number of
individudsN Masters and slaves aikeN who suffer from at least oneof those disorders. Rather
than deal with ther issues, these individuds use their involvement in M/s or D/s to cover up thar
low self-esteem or to rationdize thar self-centeredness, and in so doing they make those around
them suffer aswell. And by theway, for those who mask ther indvility unde the guise of
hdpfulness,Oldn hereto tell youtha unasked-for advice rarely fools anyone 1t almogt
aways recognized as thecriticism in sheep@ clothing tha it really is.
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Undvil behavior invitesretdiation. | dare say tha there@® nota grouprepresented here among
ustonight tha hasn®experienced the negative impact tha results from theinfighting that is
often indted by theindvility of its members. Tha said, |®n sureit will come as no surprise
when | tell youthat indvility is notendemic to theMaster/dave community. It permeates
throughoutall of sodety, even its mog cherished inditutions

QVell then,Oyou might bethinking, Gvha@ the big deal? Other groupsseem to be able to
westher thestorm. What do they have that we don® have?0 Well, for starters, longevity,
mutudity and asolid founddion. By tha | mean theyQre been able to survive in spite of ther
own indvility andinfighting because they have a srongundelying value system tha@ able to
sugain them during periodsof dishamony, because they have an interdependent, mutudly
suppotive relationship with at least oneother community tha shares similar interests and values,
and smply because they@e been aroundfor amuch longe time, and have therefore ganed afair
amountof wisdomand an enviable ability to roll with the pundes tha we still lack.

By contrast, it@ been amere nineyears since MAST @9, and while our community® branches
are many as aresult of MAST@ expangon, conferences likes this one and the unprecedented
ability for finding and connesting with each other that® been afforded to usby the Internet, our
roots are still very, very shdlow. Tha can and hapefully will changeover time, but until then
we simply cannotafford theluxury of infighting, because right now there(® no oneelse, other
than us who will step into keep usfrom metaphoiically killing each othe. No oneelse hasa
vested interest in keeping usfrom inadvertently destroying our community should our infighting
get out of hand. Don®think for amoment that thelarger kink community has got our backs.
Wele the outsiders amongthe outsiders, and thereality is tha those of uswhose D/s prodivities
extend beyondthe dungen are more often than nat consdered sugpect by our leather brothers
and sisters, who view usas athreat to thar soda acceptance.

| can tell you fromfirst-hand experience tha while our legd system is sometimes willing to turn
ablind eye with respect to one3 SM activitiesin connection with family law and guadianship
mattersN after all, everyoneknows that SM isjugt Gxinky sex,Oright?N tha@ unfortunaely not
the case when it comes to evaluating the qudificationsof personswho paticipaein
Master/dave relationships M/sis till virtudly aways adisqudifying taboo. Because of the
heghtened scrutiny we receive from thepowers that be, many in theleather community would
like nothing better than to sever thelink between them andus I you think 1®n simply
paranoid, then perhapsyou@e unaware tha at the 1998 L eather Leadership Conference, apolicy
statement on theissue of (BM vs. AbuseOwas drafted containing some imprecise verbiagetha
could beinterpreted as a condemnation of thedynamic tha undelies virtudly every
Master/dave relationship. Andwhen afew years later tha problem was broughtto theattention
of thekink community@® leading nationd advocacy organization, who at thetime was widdy
promoting that policy statement, their leadership respondel by saying, and | quot, O'hose
peopleON meaning usN Gre onthefringe We don®care aboutthem.O

Wee al weQre got, folks, at least for thetime being, and if our community is goingto survive,
it@vitally important tha al of usplay nicely.
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So how dowe go abouteffectuaing the necessary paradigm shift? Well, there are no easy
solutions butl bdieve tha first and foremog we mug recognize indvility asthethreat tha it
truly is, and then commit ourselves to improving our own individud behavior. We mug then
respectfully confrontindvility whenever and wherever it occurs, and hold each other
accountable for our condud and department. We mug ingill the values of courtesy and
respectfulness within our community, much in thesame way tha Qrug, hona and respectOhave
been indilled within theleather community. To once again paraphrase Chris and Medora, we
mug vigilantly Qesist the urgeto reward gossip with ourtime and attention.E - Good manna's
and general kindness should betheorder of theday. Masters and other Doms should restrict
ther dominance to those who have consented to it; daves and thar submissive kin whoinflict
unslicited subgervience onto others should be deemed in violation of civility® dictates. E And
those on either side of the D/s coin, who find themselves unable or unwilling to control ther
nasty behavior, would do well to seek outthe professiond hdp they surely and sorely need.O

Amen to that!

|®n going to speak more aboutvalues alittle later, but for nowlet me be clear that my wantingto
infuse civility throughoutour community is aboutpropagaing goodbehavior and not about
legidating feelings Each of usis entitled to our feelings opinionsand neuroses, butwe®e not
entitled to act uponthem in waystha are injuriousto others.

Being civil does not, however, mean tha we mug like everyonein the community, nor does it
mean that we cannotstrongly disagree with those who hold opinionsdifferent from our own.

We can. Butwe don®have to QlisOjust because we didike or disagree. Jack Rindla
indgghtfully addressed that very conaept in oneof his Q.eatherviewsOcolumns earlier this year,
and his point of view istha Qhe human race is nostrange to discord, and since we kinkgers are
human, we have our share of it. E Each and every oneof ushas our own inne” compass with
which we evaluate the variousoptonswe face daily. E Mog of thetime that has no effect on
others, as mog of our decisionsaffect only our persond lives. However, it@in our community
life, where our decisionsdo affect others, tha the pointing of ourindividud compasses can get
confrontationd. E How dowe navigate these waters? E | redly bdieveON and agan, thisis
Jack speskingN Q really bdieve tha alowing free and uncensored speech, and respecting the
fact tha others have opinionstha are different from ming are theonly ways to proceed.
Respect, let me note, implies no amourt of agreement, and it need not E It is[simply] a matter
of liveandlet live. E | may notagree with you, but | will defend your rightto disagree with me.
Intheend, | don®fear division and separation. Let there bethousindsof voices each expressing
thar own heartfelt opinions Let usdebae them openly and honestly, butlet there dways be
respect anongus Let@ agreeto disagree.O

Well said, Jack. Would tha every member of our community possess such maturity.

Early on| madeafigurative reference to Camelot, Shangri-Laand the Garden of Eden. Well,
something | didn® mentionwas tha those stories dl share the same bittersweet moral, which is
tha people, in thar humanness, tend to sabotagethar oppotunities for experiencing paradise on
earth.
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Perhgpstha@ wha welre been uncongsioudy doing in our community, | don®know, but! do
know wha will happen if this surge of indvility continues unaated: the Geal deal Gamongus
will grow weary of the static and quietly retreat. Indeed, tha@ aready happeningin thegay
men@ leather community. Many of its elders, my elders, have goneback undeground,
curtailing their community involvement solely to interactionswith a select group of peers. It
would be nave to think that can®happen to us, and if it does our community will bemerely a
shdl of itsformer, gloriousself, popukbted primarily by newbies, wannabies and some plainly
unpleasant people. At that point there will belittle left to do but turn outthelights.

|(®n going to go off onatangent nowand say that | do notbdieve the solution liesin our
adoping a@ommund dodrine Oby which | mean standadizing and codifying the vocabulary,
conaepts, teachings honoifics, and role characteristics deemed correct or acceptable for our
community. Quite thecontraryN | bdieve that establishing acommund dodrinewill only add
fud to thefire by fogering a subtie and indgdiousform of indvility tha will be even more
damaging than tha which is blatant and direct. Since theidea of acommund dodrine may
appear at first blush to bea goodthing, the problemsit would create may notbereadily appaent.
So to hdp you undestand where | ®n coming from on this, allow me to read a few brief excerpts
fromthekeynote address | gave at the 2005L eathe Leadership Conference. In tha address |
stated that Gour leather clubshave more in common with churches and spiritud communities
than with any other type of organization Oand | gave several examples to provemy point. For
ingance, oth churches and leather clubstake great pansto organize, standardize and
ingitutiondize potentially transcendent teachingsand practices, usudly to the detriment of thar
congregants,0and OtG only theinflux of new initiates that keeps each organization from
imploding as aresult of itsinhaent dysundion.O

| bdieve that comparison holds even truer for our M/s community, because unlike the OropGand
ottomOof an SM scene, whose energies are genaally centered in the physcal body, theenergy
of a Master/dave relationship, because of its archetypd nature, is centered in the spiritud body.
That bengthecase, then as| said to those gathered at that LLC, Qvhen spiritud teachingsand
practicesN and tha indudes SM and our M/s-D/s cultureN are fashioned into a commund
dodrine, adogns, really, pollution setsin. Asthecommunity then evolvesinto an inditution,
whether by design or otherwise, the pollutionincreases, and the undelying intention of the
community® leaders mutates from that of facilitating the awakening of the students to
maintaining theingitution at al coss. When tha happens the community® pursuit of
freedomN freedomin its mog profoundsenseN is pushed aside by atoxic triba dynamic of
coerced reverence, oppression of new ideas and the vilification or banishment of those who
would question either thedogna or the authority of those who created it.O

Thefact is, there are adl kindsof fundanentalists. And the problem with fundanentalism is not
tha the fundies are absolutely certain they know wha@ rightfor them, it® that they®e equdly
certain they know wha@ rightfor you, too. | bdieve that there® no oneon earth more indined
to behave undvilly than an evangdical fundamentalistEa nd |®n notreferring only to religion
here. | fear that if we wereto actudly sanction acommund dodring as has been proposd by a
handful of rather influential leaders in our community, indvility would not only increase, it
would become ingitutiondized by the multitudeof M/s fundanentalists it would mog certainly
breed.
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A recent announ@ment regarding the publication of Jack Rindla@ latest book, Orhe Dictionary
of Scene-Friendly Terms,Ocontained thefollowing disclaimer (yes, |®n quoing Jack again):
Csome people have definitionsfor terms that are completely different from what therest of us
undestand them to be E Thisfirst editionis[therefore] only an initia effort. | invite youto
send me additionsand corrections youwr hdp in improving the second editionis gratefully
solicited.O 1t@ my undestanding tha this disclaimer will also beinduded in the bookitself, and
while 1®n encouraged by tha and heartened by Jack@ goodintentions |®n neverthdess al but
certain tha within amonth or two of the book@ release, someonein our community will desm it
to be a Gacred textOof sorts and, as with all other sacred texts, misuse it to margindize and
odracize thoe who have a different undestanding of theterms contained within. Andthat
troubles me.

An enforced dodrinefogers an Qusvs. themOmentality, and in subtle and not-so-subte ways
weQve already got much too much of that going onin our community. There® agesm, racism,
classism, and regiondism; hes vs. homos gaysvs. leshiansvs. bisexuds; the Old Guard vs. the
avant garde M/svs. D/s; and Goreansvs.Ee veryoneelse. My impression of Goreansis tha
they@e kind of like our Catholics, viewing themselves as the netrue church.O But there@ an
even bigge problem with Qusvs. themOthan theincivility it engendes: it reinforces theilluson
of Qheother.O As Buddha Abraham, Jesus Mohammad, and Mr. Roge's have taughtus the
greatest barrier to peace and spiritud enlightenment is thefalse perception tha wha we identify
as OneOis separate and apart from therest of creation. Thisilluson of neGand Grou,Oof Qusd
and @hem,Ois the undelying cause of every war tha@ taken place on this planet and is at the
core of al of our persond suffering.

From my perspective, this push for acommund doctrinesimply evidences the Ged velvet rope
syndromeOtha@ presently infecting our sodiety. At thevery least it@indicative of aneed to be
seen as Qight O Andwith all duerespect to those in our community who are advocating for a
dodrine | bdieve tha this need to be seen as QightOshares some common roots with indvility,
namely an insecure ego and inaufficient self-esteem. Because sodety is still for themog part
exceedingly condemning of our practices and relationships all of ushave to varying degrees
expeienced significant negaive projection. Theresultant damageto our self-esteem, and the
overcompensating emphasis we place on externd validation, are therefore undestandable.
However, when you knowwho youredly are (and that® another sermon for another time), you
no longe need to be @ight O And so there® no mistake, not needing to be @ightOis notthe
same thing as beng Gvrong O Not needing to be QightOis abouthaving no need to make anyone
else QvrongOand | dare say tha@ the epitome of civility.

(50, then,Ol can hear you saying, Gire we to have no standads?O Well, that® a legitimate, albeit
difficult question, and onefor which | had no answver when | first began the process of crafting
this addressN something else that made my bloodrun cold. | was so notlooking forward to
standing before you and saying, in essence, O think this sucksEha ve a great weekend O
Fortunaely for me, salvation came in yet another synchronistic moment of Divineintervention
tha, given my regard for MAST ®9, was also wonderfully podic. Now, while I@n very
suppotive of MAST, 1@ notamember of MAST, andin all my years with the Master/dave
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community |Qre atended only oneMAST meeting. | tell you this so youd knowthat, with
respect to wha 1@n aboutto share, | have no hidden agendaN |n nota MAST recruiter.

A couple of monthsago | had the pleasure of facilitating a weekend retreat for theleadership of
MAST Internaiond, at which they drafted a new mission statement and a new core values
statement for thar organization. Toward theend of theretreat it davned on me tha the solution
to theinavility problem in our community, as well as the fulfillment of thevery valid need that
lies beneath the push for acommund dodrine will never befoundin the establishment of such a
dodring butrather in the ascertainment of our community@ core values. Thelarger leather
community@ watchwords of CBafe, Sane and Consnsud,0and QRisk Aware Congensud KinkO
are nota standadized set of rules and regulations they®e values, values tha are open to
reasonably broad interpretation. That makes the soul-damaging absolutism of a Qeather
dodrineQall butimpossible, and that, | believe, may be hdping to mitigate indvility in the
leather communityN when there@ no dodrineto defend, there are fewer Gightor wrongO
conflicts. We would be better served, | think, if we focused our efforts onidentifying our core
values and then ingilling them within our collective congiousess, and not on creating and
implementing a commund dodrinetha would most certainly only lead usto greater discord and
strife.

Now, 1®n notaboutto propos that | knowwhat our core values are or should be, but | will
suggest tha in reflecting uponthem we might consder at least some of those set forth in MAST's
core values statement: Persond Fulfillment; Indusvity; Diversity; Free Assodation; Community
Suppot; Mutuality; Persond Responsbility; Boundaies. Of thos, | feel tha Free Assodation
is paticularly important in tha, while it respects the need for indusivity and diversity, it doesn®
precludeMAST members from gatheringtogeher in smaller chgpters, sub-communities if you
will, that are established according to the desires and preferences of each chagpter@ members. In
other words, in embracing thevalue of Free Assodation, theleadership of MAST recognizes
tha, in building community, onesize cannotfit al unless we®e permitted to tailor thingsto our
individud bodies, minds hearts and spirits, being ever respectful of otherswho are likewise
doing the same.

Tha( cause for hope asisthefact tha, even though our commurity possesses some Quniqued
gudities tha tend to cultivate a culture of indvility, thusfar themgjority of usare interacting
with each other in ways tha are by and large hedlthy, fundiond and civil. So perhapsit@ not
too late for usto turn this ship aroundand chart a less dire, more propitiouscourse. | think it
possible but, truthfully, | also think there® something to be said for those who®e retired froma
less-than-hogitable public sceneto the warmth and camaraderie of asmall circle of intimates,
and | must confess tha | Qe thoughtaboutdoing that myself on more than oneoccasion. Butif |
were to do so, | knowthat | would greatly missthebenditstha | derive from paticipaingin a
larger, more diverse community. And so, despite my gloomy forecast, I®n nat yet ready to
throw in thetowel. Ingead, here| stand, committing to youtha | do my part to hdp stem the
rising tide of indvility tha we®e facing, sincerely hoping that youwill do the same, and praying
tha will beenoughto prove me wrong.

Some of youmay remember an old Billy Jod songcalled OQe Loved These Days.O |ts melody
iswistful, andits lyrics speak of longing and regret, loveand loss, yieldingand resistance. Mog
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of all they speak of inevitability and acceptance, and as | was writing the outlinefor this address,
tha songkept playingin my head. | think the pensive moodtha it often invokes was mirroring
my own that day but, in any case, | was suddenly struck by ingiration. In afeverish burst of
creativity | scribbled outan entirely new set of lyrics, lyrics more specific to our experiences as
Masters and daves, thinking that | would end this address by actudly singing the song.
Fortunaely, my sanity returned afew hourslater, and |@ not besinging to you this

eveningEm uch to therelief of thethree saves here with me, 1@n sure. | will, however, bring us
to aclose by reading thelast verse to you. Beingtha it eulogizes the way we were while leaving
thedooropen for wha we might yet become, it will, | think, allow me to condudethis address
on a cautioudy optimistic noteEa nd hopdully salvage my reputation.

So, before we end, let’s raise a glass
We’ll drink a toast, please not our last
Here’s to our lives with chain and lock
1 pray we can turn back the clock

If not, there’s nothing left to say

But I’ve loved these days

Have a great weekend!



